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Several international 
groups and delegations 
visited the HSRC over the 
past couple of months and 
key members of our staff 
have been invited, or 
participated, in high level 
meetings with these 
delegations. This 
International Brief outlines 
some of our international 
activities. We hope you 
enjoy this edition and we 
look forward to engaging 
with you soon. 

 
 
 

HOW GERMANY DECIDED TO 
GIVE UP NUCLEAR ENERGY 
 
 

Professor Matthias Kleiner from the German Research 
 

Foundation (DFG) presented a seminar at the HSRC on 
 

I February on the role of science in political decision making 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The seminar was a continuation of discussions hosted by the HSRC during COP 17 last year. He 
explained how and why Germany decided to phase out all nuclear energy plants. The aim of the 
seminar was to get people to talk about Fukushima and Germany’s position on nuclear power 
with the hope that South Africans will reflect on the use of nuclear energy. The discussion ignited 
lots of interest; more particularly from civil society groups. 

 
STRATEGIC NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEYS HIT THE ROAD 
 
Two significant national surveys, led by the HSRC, were launched officially in Cape Town in 
January 20I2. 
 
The principal investigators of both studies are 
Dr Olive Shisana, CEO of the HSRC, Professor 
Leickness Simbayi, of the HIV/AIDS, STIs and TB 
programme (HAST), Professor Demetré 
Labadarios, Public Health, Health Systems and 
Innovation (PHHSI) and Professor Thomas Rehle 
(also from HAST). These studies need the 
participation of all South Africans to be 
successful and a special appeal was made to 
households approached by the researchers to 
assist in answering the important questions  

 
posed during face-to-face 
interviews. 
 
The two studies will provide a 
comprehensive assessment of the 
health, behaviour, HIV, and 
nutritional status of the people of 
South Africa. This information is 
crucial to understand the health of 
South Africans to date and to guide 
future strategies and programmes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Leickness Simbayi with funders of the study. 
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The two surveys are both aimed at determining 
aspects of the health status of South Africans, 
but have different purposes, Shisana explained. 
 
The first study, funded by the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the 
USA, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
and the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), is the fourth South African National 
HIV, Behaviour and Health Survey (SABSSM 4) 
conducted since 2002, and repeated in 2005 
and 2008. These studies have provided critical 
information on the course of the HIV epidemic 
in South Africa. The focus of the 2012 survey 
has been expanded to include a wide range of 
health information including the health of 
infants and mothers, child health, and emerging 
interventions such as male circumcision. It also 
addresses issues such as psychological health 
and behavioural risk, for example, alcohol 
abuse and drug use.  
 

The second survey, the South African National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 
(SANHANES), funded by the Department of 
Health and the United Kingdom’s Department 
for International Development (DFID), is the 
first of its kind conducted in South Africa, and 
is similar to health and nutrition examination 
surveys (NHANES) carried out on a regular 
basis in countries like the United States, 
Japan, China, Canada and countries in Europe. 
SANHANES is designed to assess the health 
and nutritional status of adults and children. 
The survey is unique in that it combines 
interviews in households with physical 
examinations in mobile clinics and blood 
analysis in laboratories. 
 
By conducting these two surveys, South Africa 
will, for the first time, have a comprehensive 
understanding of the health profile of the 
population. It will provide data on 

communicable and non-communicable diseases 
at national and provincial levels, information 
that is vital for public health planning and 
programme implementation.  
 
As with similar national studies, a random 
sample of households is chosen from 
communities throughout South Africa to 
ensure the results are representative of the 
population. The HSRC team and their partners 
appealed to the public to support the two 
surveys, as the results will have significant 
implications for the country’s future health 
policy and appropriate response mechanisms 
to current health challenges.  
 
Fieldwork operations have already commenced 
in some provinces but will begin soon in the 
other provinces. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HSRC AND CASS JOINT PROJECT 
 
The HSRC and the Chinese Academy of Social Science (CASS) are collaborating on a study comparing three best practice municipalities in South Africa 
with three similar municipalities in China. This project emanates out of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) established between the HSRC and 
CASS in 2002 which aims to facilitate exchange and cooperation between the two organisations. 
 

In October 2011, the CASS researchers, Prof. Dr Dong Lisheng, Prof. Dr Zhao Yihong 
and Prof. Zhou Qingzhi joined Ms Elme Vivier and Ms Marie Wentzel from the HSRC 
research programme on Democracy, Governance and Service Delivery for the 
commencement of fieldwork in South Africa.  
 
This comprised primarily interviews and focus group discussions in the Cape Town 
Metro. In December 2011, the HSRC team visited China in order to participate in 
similar fieldwork in the city of Shaoxing. This collaboration provided the opportunity 
for important knowledge exchange between research institutions. It also afforded 
the HSRC researchers the occasion to better understand the service delivery context 
in China. 
 
 
HSRC and CASS researchers with focus group participants in  
Xiexiaolu, Shaoxing, 9 December 2011. 

 
 

HSRC VISIT TO THE FRENCH EMBASSY 

 
In March the HSRC met with the French Embassy to discuss the work of the HSRC and outlined the organisation’s areas of interest. Special emphasis 
was placed on our work on climate change and renewable energy, specifically the need for a series of debates that speak to these issues. 
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SAHARA SIGNS HISTORIC AGREEMENT WITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL AIDS SOCIETY (IAS) 
 

The Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS Research Alliance (SAHARA) has signed a five-year memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with the International AIDS Society (IAS), with the purpose cooperate and support each 
other in its various activities. 
 
For SAHARA this means that the Alliance is recognised as an international role-
player in the use of social science research that contributes to the prevention of 
the further spread of HIV/AIDS and TB and mitigating the devastating 
consequences of these diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, said Prof Nancy 
Phaswana-Mafuya, the Director of SAHARA. 
 
Dr Olive Shisana, CEO of the HSRC, pioneered the establishment of SAHARA in 
2001 during her tenure as Executive Director of the Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS 
and Health research programme at the HSRC.  
 
SAHARA conducts research on HIV and AIDS through multi-country studies, its 
biennial SAHARA conference and its internationally accredited journal, SAHARA J.  
 Prof. Nancy Phaswana-Mafuya, and Mr Bertrand Audoin 
 
The SAHARA Conference is one of the largest conferences of its kind that focuses on the social aspects of HIV/AIDS. It transcends the boundaries of 
biomedical research, bringing together those involved in producing research and those at the centre of the epidemic in a multidisciplinary, multistage 
and multisectoral environment.  
 
IAS is the world's leading independent association of HIV professionals, with over 16 000 members from more than 196 countries working at all levels 
of the global response to AIDS. Its members include researchers from all disciplines, clinicians, public health and community practitioners on the 
frontlines of the epidemic, as well as policy and programme planners.  
 
The two organisations will collaborate as follows:  

1. SAHARA Conferences to serve as a bridge to prepare sub-Saharan African HIV/AIDS social scientist scholars for forthcoming IAS and 
International AIDS Conferences through: 

a. Attendance of IAS Governing Council (GC) and/or staff at SAHARA and vice versa; 
b. SAHARA to strive to hold an AIDS 2012 hub for those members unable to attend AIDS 2012 in person; 
c. SAHARA members to submit abstracts and workshop proposals to both AIDS 2012 and IAS 2013; 
d. SAHARA to submit programme activities (e.g. NGO booth) to AIDS 2012; 
e. Provide information about AIDS 2012 electronically to SAHARA members; 
f. IAS to promote the SAHARA conference to its members. 

2. IAS and SAHARA will disseminate information from both organisations, each using their own available evidence dissemination infrastructure 
that includes websites, newsletters, conferences, etc. The two organisations will explore additional ways to maximise mutual benefits and 
complementarities in the publication of both the IAS and SAHARA Journals.  

3. Capacity building of emerging social science researchers in the social aspects of HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa through training in abstract 
writing utilising the abstract mentoring online toolkit in collaboration with Health[e]Foundation, a Dutch educational foundation and training 
in manuscript preparation for possible publication in both IAS and SAHARA journals, as well as paper presentations at the IAS, International 
AIDS and SAHARA Conferences.  

4. Strengthening of active participation of both parties in each other’s conferences, i.e. the IAS Conference, International AIDS Conference and 
the SAHARA Conference,  for example exhibitions, organizing committees, scientific committees, workshops and  satellite sessions. 

 
SAHARA looks forward to its new journey with IAS in the fight to prevent the further spread of HIV and AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa. 
CONTACT: 
SAHARA: Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS Research Alliance || +27 (0)41 399 8704 
Fax: || +27 (0)41 399 8711||  Website: www.sahara.org.za || E-mail: saharainfo@hsrc.ac.za 
  

http://www.sahara.org.za/chairman-message/conference-chair-message
mailto:sahara@foundation.co.za
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GERMAN-SOUTH AFRICA YEAR OF SCIENCE 2012 
 

The Minister of Science and Technology, Ms Naledi Pandor, 
hosted the opening of the German-South Africa Year of Science 
and addressed the opening session together with the German 
Federal Minister of Education and Research, Annette Schavan.  

 
DST invited the HSRC to participate in the event and we used 
the opportunity to host an exhibition profiling publications and 
cutting-edge research outputs in the area of science, 
technology and innovation. Conference participants showed 
particular interest in the HSRC’s exhibition because it 
represented the social sciences and humanities with a lens 
directed at the social aspects of science, technology and 
innovation. 

 
The Year of Science is a celebration of the 16-year partnership 
between Germany and South Africa and stems from the 
science and technology agreement between the two countries, 
signed in 1996. The agreement aims to strengthen science, 
technology and innovation cooperation and collaboration in  

The delegates were particularly interested in the HSRC’s cutting-edge research between the two countries. 
exhibit because of its focus on social sciences. 
 
 

CASS ANTI-CORRUPTION RESEARCH CENTRE 

 
The Anti-Corruption Research Centre of the Chinese Academy of Social Science (CASS), led by vice-president Ms Li Qiufang, paid the HSRC a visit on 13 
April. The Centre has cooperation and exchanges with many anti-corruption exchanges and research institutions in many countries and is dedicated to 
studying the development of anti-corruption theory and practice in China and other countries. 
 
The purpose of the visit was to discuss initiatives on anti-corruption in South Africa. The HSRC shared information with the delegation on the HSRC 
South African Social Attitudes Survey, emphasising the importance of measuring ordinary citizens’ views on this topic. The following issues framed the 
discussion:  

• The functions of South African anti-corruption agencies, legislation and policy-
making against corruption. 

• South Africa’s major measures to combat and prevent corruption in an effective 
way. 

•  Effective measures to supervise and check powers of employees in public 
institutions. 

• The role of the media in supervising corruption and its challenges. 
• The experiences civil society organisations and academic institutions gained 

through anti-corruption programmes and the problems they have encountered.  
• How South Africa cooperate with monitoring mechanisms of Conference of the 

States Parties (CoSP). 
Members of the delegation led by Prof. Li Qiufang (front left) with 

Ms Bridgette Prince (front right) Director of Business Development and International Liaison. 
 
 

HSRC ATTENDS UNICEF CONSULTATION 

 
Prof. Thomas Rehle, a research director in the HAST programme, attended a technical consultation on measuring the impact of national PMTCT 
programmes using population-based surveys. The consultation was on 26 and 27 March at UNICEF in New York. The consultation contributed to the 
overall goal of the Global Plan to better support countries on monitoring and evaluation of their efforts towards elimination of new HIV infections 
among children and keeping their mothers alive. 
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HSRC VISIT TO THE NAMIBIAN HIGH COMMISSION 

 
An HSRC delegation accompanied the DST on a visit to the Namibian High commission in 
March. DST was represented by Ms Sikhonzile Sikosana, Assistant Director: SADC and 
Southern Africa. 
 
Ms Sikosana introduced the delegation and spoke about the history and status of the 
relationship between South Africa and Namibia, which dates back to March 2005 when the 
two parties signed a bilateral agreement on science and technology cooperation. During the 
visit the HSRC had the opportunity to present the HSRC’s research programmes, activities in 
Africa, and more particularly, the collaborative activities undertaken through the HSRC’s MoU 
with the University of Namibia.  

 
 
Ms Carla Pheiffer and Mr Stewart Ngandu with  
colleagues from DST and the Namibian embassy. 
 
 

CONSOLIDATING COLLABORATIONS WITH NAMIBIA 

 
DST requested the HSRC to host a high-level delegation from Namibia in November 2011. At this meeting an appeal was made to expand an existing 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between HSRC and the Multi Disciplinary Research Centre to include the University of Namibia more broadly. 
As a follow-up, the HSRC paid a technical visit to Namibia to explore opportunities for collaborative engagements, led by CEO Dr Olive Shisana. The 
meeting took place on  17 and 18 April and the two institutions explored broader collaboration with a focus on specific projects and the following 
areas were agreed on:. 

• Social Aspects of Climate Change 
• Indigenous knowledge systems 
• Education 
• Economic development 
• The Cross cutting component will be capacity development and training, more specifically in the following areas: 

a. Dissemination of results 
b. Resource mobilisation and grant writing 
c. Academic writing 

 

 
Dr Olive Shisana and Prof Thenjiwe Meyiwa (HSRC). Mr Stewart Ngandu (HSRC) and Mr Gert van Rooy (University of Namibia). 
 
 

VISIT TO THE SWISS EMBASSY 

 
The HSRC also paid a visit to the Swiss Embassy to discuss ways of collaborating, and presented an overview of the HSRC's work and the social aspects 
of health, and the institution’s capacity to do large surveys, and the intention to grow its capacity in the humanities. The humanities aspect of the 
HSRC’s work is driven by seminars and conference, and includes topics such as history, philosophy, and the arts. The HSRC would like to do more work 
in the area of African studies and plans to build a more sustained relationship with institutions focussing on human rights and social justice. 
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DISCUSSION ON METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION IN  
TANZANIA 

 
DST requested the HSRC to host a high-level delegation from Tanzania to provide a platform for the discussion of various methodologies used for data 
collection, types of data collected and how this collected information is used to inform policies and decision making.  
 
The delegation was also interested in our Africa programmes. As a result of this engagement the area of social sciences and humanities have been 
added to the bilateral agreement between the two science and technology ministries. 
 
 

CONTINUING OUR MALI ENGAGEMENT 

 

The Department of Science and Technology (DST) and the National Research Foundation (NRF) hosted a 
consultative workshop on the Timbuktu science project on the 6 March 2012. 
 
The objectives of the workshop were to: 

• Take stock of the achievements on a flagship project on  Timbuktu manuscripts  and decide on the next steps to ensure continued progress of 
the project;    

• Improve coordination between various stakeholders involved in the Timbuktu projects; 
• Develop mechanisms of consolidating the support for the project;  
• Align all cultural and scientific research projects conducted on the manuscripts; and   
• Prepare for a joint technical visit to Mali in 2012.  
 
The Director Business Development and International Liaison, Ms Bridgette Prince, briefed the workshop on  the work done by the HSRC in this regard, 
which involved the  launch of the edited volume of the publication, The Meanings of Timbuktu on 14 February 2008 by the HSRC and CODESRIA. 
The HSRC and CODESRIA worked together to ensure that the book was translated into French and the French version was launched at the 13th 
General Assembly of CODESRIA held in Rabat, Morocco, from 5 to 9 December 2011. 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL AIDS SOCIETY CONFERENCE 

 
The HSRC will have an exhibition booth and present it’s HIV-related work at the  International AIDS Conference that takes place from 22 to 27 July 
2012 in Washington under the theme ‘Turning the tide together’. 
 
The aim of the conference is to gather together all those people and organisations working in the area of HIV, as well as people living with HIV, policy 
makers, donors and other individuals committed to ending the pandemic.  
 
This global gathering provides the organisations working in HIV to showcase their HIV-related work in the global AIDS arena, which is crucial for future 
funding, collaboration and networking. 
 
The HSRC will once again utilise the opportunity presented by the conference to do the following: 

• Exhibit our materials, publications and research reports 
• Hold satellite sessions showcasing the work of SAHARA as well as a session titled 
• Rethinking the role of social sciences in the context of HIV/AIDS 

For further details, consult our website (www.hsrc.ac.za) once the sessions have been allocated.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.hsrc.ac.za/

